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when the deadline falls on a Saturday, Sunday or a federal 
holiday, this amendment is being timely filed. 

Please amend the claim as follows: 
In the claim: 

--1. (Twice Amended) [For use in forming a], A floor assembly 
comprising a plurality of flooring strips, wherein a flooring 
strip comprising: 

a first layer including a first plurality of elongate 
members that are secured together, each of the first plurality 
of elongate members having a grain extending generally in a 
longitudinal direction of the flooring strip; and 

a second layer secured to one face of the first layer, 
the second layer including a second plurality of spaced 
members each having a grain extending generally transversely 
to the longitudinal direction of the flooring strip. -- 

REMARK 

Claims 1-12 are pending in the Application. By this Amendment, 
Applicants have amended claiml . The Amended claim 1 does not 
have any new matters and Applicants respectfully request the 
entry of this Amendment. The Examiner to whom the application 
has been assigned has rejected Claims 1-12. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The Examiner states that Claims 1, 2, 4, and 5 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Penland. 

In response, Applicants respectfully traverse this ground of 
rejection. To constitute an anticipation, each and every 
element of the claim must be disclosed in that one reference. 
Orthokin etics, Inc. v. Saftety Travel Chairs, Inc., 1 U.S. P. 
Q 2d 1081 (Fed. Cir. 1985) . As detailed below, none of the 
cited reference describe or enable the presently claimed 
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subject matter. Accordingly, Claims 1, 2, 4, and 5 can not be 
anticipated by Penland. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The Examiner states that Claims 3 and 6 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Penland in view of 
Burlant. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Penland in view of Chen. Claims 8-12 are 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Penland in view of Burlant and further in view of Wu. 

It is well established that the Examiner has the initial 
burden under §103 to establish a prima facie case of 
obviousness. In re Oetiker , 977 F.2d 1443, 1445, 24 USPQ2d 
1443, 1444 (Fed. Cir. 1992); In re Piasecki , 745 F.2d I486, 
1471-72, 223 USPQ 785, 787-88 (Fed. Cir. 1984). It is the 
Examiner's responsibility to show that some objective teaching 
or suggestion in the applied prior art, or knowledge generally 
available in te art would have led on of ordinary skill in the 
art to arrive at the claimed invention. In the present case, 
the Examiner has failed to provide any objective teaching that 
would lead one of skill in the art to arrive at the claimed 
invention. Accordingly, the cited references alone or in 
combination thereof can not render the claimed invention 
obviousness . 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

In accordance with their duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. 
§1.56, Applicants would like to direct the Examiner's 
attention to the following reference which is listed on Form 
PTO-144 9 (Exhibit A) and is attached hereto as Exhibit B. 
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If a telephone interview would be of assistance in advancing 
prosecution of the subject application, Applicants' 
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undersigned attorney invites the Examiner to telephone him at 
the number provided below. 

No fee is deemed necessary in connection with the filing of 
this Communication. However, if any additional fee is 
required, authorization is given to charge the amount of any 
such fee to Deposit Account No. 50-1891. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Albert Wai-Kit Chan 
Registration No. 36,479 
Attorney for Applicants 
World Plaza, Suite 604 
141-07 20 th Avenue 
Whitestone, New York 11357 
Tel: (718) 357-8836 
Fax: (718) 357-8615 
E-mail : kitchanlaw@aol . com 



^^HANG, et al. 

09/839,078 
20 April, 2001 
4 



Exhibit A 



r 



Under the Page 



Substitute for form 1 




FTO/SB/OSA (02-03) 
Approved for use through 04/30/2003. OMB 0651-0031 



a-* s&^tz U * S * Patent ^ Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMB*CE 

:ton Act 611995. no persons are requtred to respond to a collection of information unless ft contains a valid OMB control number 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Use as many sheets as necessary) 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



Fifing Date 



First Named Inventor 



April 20, 2001 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



09/839,078 



ZHANG, Ping Sheng 



3635 



Kevin McDemnott 



Sheet 



Of I 1 



Attorney Docket Number [746 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
Initials* 



Cite 
No. 1 



Document Number 



Number-Kind Code 2 (/ ****** 



US- 



Publication Date 
MM-OD-YYYY 



Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 



Pages, Columns, Lines. Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 



US- 



us- 



us- 
us- 



HfcCEIVED] 



us- 



AUG 1 9 2003 



us- 
us- 



tiROUF ; ;60Q] 



US- 



US- 



us- 



us- 



Examiner 
Initials* 



Cite 
No. 1 



Foreign Patent Document 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Country Code 3 "Number 4 "Kind CodeV known) 



CN 2438558Y 



Publication 
Date 
MM-OD-YYYY 



07-11-2001 



Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 



Hai LIN 



Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages 
Or Relevant Figures Appear 



Examiner 
Signature 



Date 
Considered 



^5 * retere , n ? cohered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation i* not in conformance and not 

fSS2^ lnd i^ e ^ ° f mis form ^ 06x1 communication to applicant 1 Applicant's unique citation designation nWl^Ur^ 
USPTO Patem Documents atwww.uspto.gov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office tot issued the dooirr^nt^melwo^^ S^^^Fc? 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number oft^ ^^S^LJZ 

TOsoopection of information is required by 37 CFR 1 .97 and 1 .98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit bv the oubfic which to «p ten* k» mo 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and37 CFR 1 14 ThfeaSectio^ fe <Z^^!£^> h™« J 

on the amoiintoUmye you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden should besent to meChfef h^u^r^rw^ i iT^TS 
If you need assistance in completing the form, can 1-800-PTO-9199 (1-800-7864199) and select option 2. 



Exhibit B 



/ [19 



[51] LH.C1 7 



[21] ZL^^ 00254152.1 



B27M3/06 



[45]e«iaSB 2001 4? 7 M 11 H 



[22]*» e 2000.10.8 [2*]«fiE B 2001.6.16 


[21]$SJ^ 0Q2S4152.1 




«tt 311251 afM^rill^llSJt^^fe;^, 














l H «gH5 2 35 RffBHft 1 15 




I 



to: 

CO 
CO 



*t *'J * ^ 



» 



l. — ttWJgXftS-MMR. e£i®& (1) ifnjfcfe (2) 

®fe (l) flistftteJg (3) (2) -JfttttiMtt (l) *njis 

& (2) ^ft&&#*HI3ri«jM45 0 —90° £|£fgo 

# (2) SiJt*&tt. ft^^lQltiqiR (4) Tff»50. 9r%MX 



(4) mtaTnm&}&&. w&&Mttttm, -^tm^m^mmm 
i 2 2.mm&%t<0tm 3 &&*t*f 45° — 90° 

fll. S^^IW^IrJKT^SS^O-04%, MttlRl^FmA 15% 



m * m a 




i 



